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This Week in Congress

  

April 19, 2010

  

Dear Friend,

  

 

  

Welcome to “This Week in Congress.”  This Week's headlines are:

    
    -  Tax Reform and Relief Needed Now   
    -  ‘Business as Usual’ Continues in Washington, D.C.   
    -  Remembering the Victims of the Holocaust   
    -  Emporia State University Breaks Ground on Memorial Union Expansion   
    -  Congratulating Kansas Students in 2010 Congressional Arts Competition   
    -  Visiting with Kansas City Chamber of Commerce   
    -  Joining Kansas Mennonites at Annual Relief Sale in Hutchinson   
    -  Kansans Celebrate 150th Anniversary of Pony Express   
    -  Mourning the Loss of Judy Sherrer   
    -  In the Office   
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Tax Reform and Relief Needed Now

  

 

  

Kansans work three full months to fulfill their yearly tax obligation. It is wrong to ask a family to
forfeit at least a quarter of its yearly income to fund a government that cannot control spending.
In Kansas and across the country, Americans have made it clear that they need tax reform and
relief now. Congress needs to listen to this message and reduce the tax burden and simplify the
tax code. This week, as Americans sent the government their hard-earned money, I shared the
message of frustrated Kansans with the White House and my colleagues in Congress.

  

 

    
    -  Speaking      about Tax Reform and Relief: On Wednesday, I spoke to the House of
Representatives about the      need to reduce taxes and reform the tax code. The IRS has
estimated that      Americans spend $7.6 billion per year filing their taxes. Congress should     
listen to the people they represent and take action to reform our broken      tax structure. 
Click      here
to view my remarks.
 

           

  
   

    
    -  Opposing      the White House’s Proposed Value-Added Tax: White House senior     
economic adviser Paul Volcker recently suggested the U.S. adopt a      value-added tax, or
VAT, similar to those charged in Europe.
A value-added tax would be an additional tax      added by retailers on goods and services and
would be paid equally by      individuals at all income levels. As a member of the Anti-VAT     
Caucus, I see the dangers of this tax. It      would harm both businesses and consumers,
eliminate jobs and stunt      economic growth. I joined more than a dozen of my colleagues this  
   week in calling on the White House to abandon this bad idea. 
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Click      here
to read more about this issue.
 
 

  

    
    -  Requesting      Hearings on Tax Reform Legislation: Several pieces of legislation have
been introduced      that would reduce the burden of filing taxes. One such proposal is      H.R.
25, The Fair Tax Act, which would eliminate many of the bureaucratic      costs associated with
our current tax system. I have called on the      newly appointed Chairman of the House Ways
and Means Committee, Sander      Levin, to schedule hearings on this legislation to start a
discussion of how      Congress can help taxpayers. The time has come for Congress to      act. 
Click      here
to read more about this issue.
 

  

 

  

Share on Facebook  •  Tweet this  • Email this

  

  

 

  

‘Business as Usual’ Continues in Washington, D.C.
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In communities across our state, Kansans took part in rallies this week to protest business as
usual in Washington, D.C. Yet on Tax Day, April 15, Congress ignored this message by
continuing its spending spree and passing a shortsighted bill that will increase the national
deficit by $18 billion. Like much government spending this year, this bill will be paid for my
future generations. Not only does the legislation increase the deficit, but it also fails to provide a
permanent solution to a Medicare reimbursement problem affecting Kansas hospitals and
doctors. Kansas medical professionals need a permanent solution so that they can have
stability in their practices. Finally, despite its intention, the legislation does little to address our
country’s persistently high unemployment rate. Rather than continuing to spend money we do
not have, Congress needs to pursue real solutions to our nation’s problems. Click here  to view
my remarks to the House of Representatives.

  

 

  

           

  

Share  on Facebook  •  Tweet  this  • Email  this

  

 

  

Remembering the Victims of the Holocaust

  

  

 

  

Sixty-five years ago, the world saw with horror the atrocities of the Nazi concentration camps
when Holocaust survivors were liberated by Allied soldiers. Kansan and commander of the
allied forces in Europe, General Dwight D. Eisenhower instructed his staff that every American
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unit not on the front lines should see the concentration camps so that these soldiers would know
what they were fighting against. General Eisenhower understood the importance of
documenting and remembering this tragic event so that nothing like it would ever happen again.

  

 

  

On Thursday, I joined Members of Congress, White House officials, Holocaust survivors,
veterans and other guests in the U.S. Capitol Rotunda to commemorate the victims of the
Holocaust during the National Days of Remembrance ceremony. This observance was
established by Congress as America’s national commemoration of the Holocaust and occurs
each spring after Holocaust Remembrance Day (Yom Hashoah) in Israel. I was reminded
during this year’s ceremony that current governments seek to destroy entire nations. The best
way to honor the victims of the Holocaust is by making sure that type of genocidal violence
never occurs again.

  

 

  

Share  on Facebook  •  Tweet  this  • Email  this

  

 

  

  

Emporia State University Breaks Ground on Memorial Union Expansion

  

 

  

On Friday, I attended a luncheon in celebration of an expansion and renovation project taking
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placing at Emporia State University’s (ESU) Memorial Union. Following the luncheon, I
participated in the groundbreaking ceremony of the $18.5 million project, which will enhance
services and recreational opportunities available to ESU students. The university’s investment is
positive for ESU, Emporia and our state.

  

 

  

I commend the student body and student government leaders, particularly past President,
Angela Blaufuss and current President, Jonathan Krueger, for leading the effort to invest in
future students. I also commend Ret. Brig. General Art Bloomer, immediate past Chairman of
the ESU Foundation Board of Trustees and his wife Sue, for their ongoing support and
commitment to ESU students. Their generous contribution to the Memorial Union renovation
project, specifically the “Bloomer Veterans Hall of Honor,” will enhance and preserve ESU’s
tribute to our nation’s veterans. Thanks to President Michael Lane, and members of the Kansas
Board of Regents for their hospitality.  Click here  to view a photo from the ceremony.
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     Share  on Facebook  •  Tweet  this  • Email  this       Congratulating Kansas Students in 2010 Congressional Arts Competition     Art plays an important role in the education and lives of Kansas students. On Sunday, Ipresented awards to several Kansas high school students who competed in this year’s FirstDistrict Congressional Arts Competition. I congratulated the winning artists for Best of Show,Runner-up and Honorable Mention. I also presented first and second place awards in thefollowing categories: painting, drawing, collage, printmaking, mixed media and photography.     Special congratulations to Chet Cordell of Little River, who received the Best of Show award forhis print titled “Trail of Donkeys.” His work will be on display this year in the U.S. Capitol. TheRunner-up was Desirae Melgoze of Grainfield, for her drawing titled “Abstraction of Nature.”Brooke Ostmeyer of Grainfield received Honorable Mention for her print titled “Hanging Out toDry.” Congratulations to these students and to all Kansas students who entered the competition.Thank you for participating this year and for sharing your talents with us.     Thanks to Dona Lancaster, Executive Director of the Carnegie Center for the Arts and the staffand volunteers for their efforts to make this event a success. Thanks also to John Boldenow ofthe Center for the Arts in Wichita and the competition judge; John Devine, President of theBoard for the Kansas Arts Commission; The Dodge City Area Arts Council; FairpointCommunications, Inc.; the High Plains Journal; Fred and Linda Casterline, Pat and ShannonMorse; Duane and Phyllis Ross for their support of the competition. I also appreciated the stateand local officials who joined us to congratulate the students.  Click here  to view photos fromthe event.     
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     Share  on Facebook  •  Tweet  this  • Email  this     Visiting with Kansas City Chamber of Commerce     On Wednesday, I visited with representatives from the Kansas City Chamber of Commerce. Wediscussed how the current Congressional agenda is creating uncertainty in the businesscommunity. Between the recently enacted health care legislation, proposed cap and trade bill,and financial overhaul legislation, companies are reluctant to expand their businesses. TheFederal government must reverse the recent trend of heaping expensive regulations andmandates on these companies if we want to encourage economic growth.     Share  on Facebook  •  Tweet  this  • Email  this       Joining Kansas Mennonites at Annual Relief Sale in Hutchinson     I attended the Kansas Mennonite Relief Sale at the State Fairgrounds in Hutchinson onFriday. This annual event began 42 years ago and is organized by the Mennonite CentralCommittee (MCC), a relief organization formed in 1920. The Kansas Sale is one of 45 ReliefSales that takes place annually across the United States and Canada. Approximately 70Mennonite, Brethren in Christ and Amish congregations in Kansas, and their friends, donategifts and services to the sale. All proceeds are used to provide for material needs andcommunity development in North America and across the world. The crowds were enormous,the homemade German food was delicious and the sale was a great success. Thanks to Dr.Leo Pauls for inviting me to join him at this special event.     Share  on Facebook  •  Tweet  this  • Email  this     Kansans Celebrate 150th Anniversary of Pony Express     Each week, Kansans travel to our nation’s capital  to advocate for issues important to our stateand nation. This week, Melva and  David Sanner of Blue Rapids, Lyle Ladner of Marysville andFred Miller of  Emporia came to Washington, D.C., to talk to me about the 150th Anniversary celebration of the first ride of the Pony Express and to participate in events  marking this part ofour history, including a luncheon at the National Postal  Museum in D.C. In June, they will takepart in a re-ride along portions of the  1,966-mile Pony Express National Historic Trail, whichruns from San Francisco,  California to St. Joseph, Missouri. Events in Kansas will take place inHanover,  Marysville, Horton and Atchison. The Pony Express played an important role in connecting our nation and in the growth of rural communities in the West and  Midwest. Thanksto Melva, David, Lyle and Fred for helping to keep this history  alive.     Share on  Facebook  •  Tweet  this  • Email  this     Mourning the Loss of Judy Sherrer     I recently attended the memorial service for Judy Sherrer of Overland Park at the Old MissionUnited Methodist Church. My wife, Robba, and I had the privilege of getting to know Judy andher husband, Gary, when he served Kansans for many years as the Lieutenant Governor. Judywas a caring person and a dear friend to many – especially to Robba. She will be greatlymissed. Our thoughts and prayers are with Gary, their children Stuart and Nancy andgranddaughter Anna.     Share  on Facebook  •  Tweet  this  • Email  this     In the Office     Jane Kelly of Topeka and Terri Wahle of Junction City were in with the Kansas Home CareAssociation to discuss the effect of health care reform on home health care services in Kansas.Melva and David Sanner of Blue Rapids, Lyle Ladner of Marysville and Fred Miller of Emporiawere in with the National Pony Express Association to tell me about plans to commemorate the150th anniversary of the first ride of the Pony Express. Samantha Schwertfeger of Turon was inwith the Foundation for Rural Education and Development (FRED) to learn more about my roleas a Member of Congress.     Tom Robb of Hugoton was in with Abengoa to discuss the Biomass Crop Assistance Program(BCAP). Jane Rhys of Topeka and Kristin Fairbank of Hays were in with the Kansas Council onDevelopmental Disabilities to express their support for employment opportunities for Kansanswith disabilities. Debbie Logsdon of Douglass, Joe Newberry of Derby and Ruth Ann Mulhattenof Wichita were in with the Society of Professional Engineering Employees in Aerospace to talkabout trade agreements and jobs for Americans. Walter Berry of Wichita was in with BerryCompanies to visit.     Angela Kreps of Lenexa and Gregory Kopf of Kansas City were in with the Kansas BioScienceOrganization to tell me about the organization’s efforts to bring biotechnology-relatedbusinesses to our state. Jim Gray and Forest Chumley of Manhattan were in with HeartlandPlant Innovations to inform me of the status of the group’s proposed research facility to conductbiotechnology research on crops, including wheat and sorghum. Joyce Ellis of Russell was inwith the National Association for Sport and Physical Education to discuss physical education inKansas schools.     Greg Krissek and Monique Garcia of Colwich; Donna Funk of Wichita; Tom Willis, Nick Hatcherand Ed Condon of Liberal; Greg Stone of Garden City; Steve McNinch and Brian Baalman ofOakley; Mike Chisam of Lyons; and Tom Tunnell of Topeka were in with Growth Energy toadvocate for the Renewable Fuels Reinvestment Act. Sandy Pickert of Wichita was in with Pure& Simple Health Education, Inc. to speak about abstinence as a key component of healthylifestyles. Frank Ross and John Petersen of Kansas City were in with Polsinelli Shughart to visit.     Members of the Kansas Restaurant and Hospitality Association were in to discuss a number ofissues important to the restaurant and food service industry, including health care, theEmployee Free Choice Act, immigration and tax issues. In with the group were Bill Goodlatte,Scott Redler, Michael Phipps and Don Sayler of Wichita; Hugh O’Reilly of Ottawa; Al Hinmanand Eric Parrinella of Overland Park; Sabrina and Robert Symns of Hays; and Ron and JulieHein of Topeka.       Several Kansans were in my office this week for tours of the U.S. Capitol, including Albert andJeanne Garcia of Hutchinson, Joel Frisch of Prairie Village and Michael Gillaspie of Ashland. Infor tours from Overland Park were Tim and Angie Baarts, Bruce and Jennifer McCullough andBen and Alexandra Frisch. Also in for a tour were Steve, Bailey and Bradley Beykirch ofFrontenac; and Michael, Christopher and Chandler Bishop of Pittsburg. Dan Hesket of Havenwas in with the National Association of State Boating Law Administrators to express his supportfor changing the federal/state match from the Sport Fish Restoration & Boating Trust Fund from50/50 to 75/25.     Share  on Facebook  •  Tweet  this  • Email  this     Contact Me      It is an honor to serve you in Washington,  D.C. Please let me know how I can be of assistance.To send me an email, click here . You can also click here  to contact me through one of myKansas offices or my Washington, D.C., office.     Very truly yours,     Jerry  
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